gs

Cruising

on Wings “COWs”

CHAPTER DIRECTOR: RAY ABITZ
GWRRA CHAPTER I Olympia, WA

Greetings Chapter WA-I and GWRRA Friends,
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Stay Home, Stay Safe
We will not be having a December GATHERING.
Until we can be safe in larger, enclosed group
settings, we will continue to keep our distance.
Merry Christmas From Chapter WA-I

Welcome to December GWRRA Family and Friends,
Yes, another month has come and gone. In fact, so has the year. We all look
forward to the riding season and to get out and ride, then all of a sudden it’s
Christmas. However, (hint hint) some of us keep riding year around. I know I do.
This time of year, is about family and friends. Hopefully all are well, staying healthy, and warm.
Again, on the business front, we won't be having a Chapter WA-I meeting in December, due to the
pandemic. Still, with no end in sight, we must stay safe and look out for each other.
On the bright side, weather permitting, riding is a great way to keep our distance. Just be careful at
your stops. Focusing in to the future, this is a great time to think about your rides. Not only the bikes,
but where you might want to go as a chapter. If you have a thought, drop it in the “suggestion box”
link or the “chapter questionnaire” link. We’d enjoy hearing your thoughts and suggestions. And, if
you do ride through the winter, please be very careful of not only possible ice, but also the solution
put on the road to counter the ice. Lastly, remember to definitely clean the bike after being out on
treated roadways. The de-icing solution, more likely than not, is not good on the surface of your
bike’s parts.
I've gotten out riding at least three or four times a month, just to stretch my Wings, and I still get a
charge from the ride. It may only be a short tootle, but it still gives me the same feeling as it did the
day I started on the Wing.
Well for now it's time to say Chapter WA-I… IT’S YOUR CHAPTER GRAB IT BY THE BARS AND RIDE!
CD Ray

Be sure to click the link for the: GWRRA WA-I Membership Questionnaire

Learn how to be safe out there.
6. YOUR RIDING BUDDIES DO SOMETHING UNEXPECTED
You’ve seen it happen. A group is out for a ride when one of
them stops suddenly or something similar. His buddy is too
busy daydreaming to realize and hits him from behind. This
has happened to us; it can happen to anyone.
How to Avoid It: Make sure everyone is aware of proper group
riding etiquette and knows to ride in a staggered formation.
You’d be amazed how many people are unaware of this simple technique. Doing so increases vision
and moves bikes out of line with each other, meaning a temporary lapse in attention won't result in
a collision. You can also pick smarter riding buddies or do what I do; ride alone.
Ride Safe,
Ron

Make a Difference
Offer a Suggestion, any Suggestion, or Ask a Question
To go to the SUGGESTION BOX
Click here

We can’t say this enough

I’m a New Member
I see you at the meetings
But you never say Hello.
You’re busy all the time you’re there
with those you already know.
I sit amongst the people,
Yet I’m a lonesome body.
The new members are as strange as I,
And the old timers pass me by.
But darn it, you people asked me in,
And you talked of fellowship.
You could just step across the room,
But you never make the trip.
Why can’t you nod and say “Hello,”
Or stop and shake my hand.
Then go and sit among your friends,
Now that I understand.
I’ll be at your next meeting,
Perhaps a nice evening spent.
Do you think you could introduce yourself?
I want to be your friend.
-Author unknown

Wind on Your Knees
Again, just a quick comment from me this issue. Testing and journalizing
of the hydration/cooling/heating prototype vest is ongoing. However,
with our rainy season upon us, I’ll share my “slippery road/spot”
question.
Q: If you ride a motorcycle, where is the slipperiest place you’ll have to
put your foot down, and when?
A: The gas alley when you first stop to fill the tank. Lots of road oils,
slopped fuel and someone has always tried to wash it down with water.
The warmest of holidays to you and those close to you. See you in 2021.

Best, -r.a.

P.S. There has been some discussion on motorcycle flag mounting placement for the nation’s flag.
The chapter’s Terry Smith was kind enough to do some research and submit his results. Take it way
Terry, thanks guy!

Flag Placement on Motorcycles
Where does it go?
US Flag Only
If only the US Flag is on your bike, it should either be at the center, or to its "marching right" - on the
right side of the motorcycle to the rider's perspective when facing forward.
US Flag and One Other Flag Of Any Type
If the US Flag is on your bike with another, it should be to its "marching right" - on the right side of
the motorcycle to the rider's perspective. If the other flag is that of another nation, it should be the
same size and at the same height of the US Flag - NO flag should ever be displayed higher than the
US Flag.
US Flag and More Than One Other Non-National Flag
If the US Flag is on your bike with several other non-national flags (POW/MIA, ALR,
Eagles, Service Banners, etc.) , it should be at center and higher than any of the other flags.
US Flag and More Than One Flag Including Those Of Other Nations
If the US Flag is displayed on your bike with those of any other nation, the flags should be same size
and at the same height, with the US Flag to marching right (right side of the vehicle), and others
arranged in alphabetical order to the left. Other flags should be arranged in order of decreasing
importance - Nations first, states (in order of admittance) and territories second, military third (in
order of establishment), and then any others. Again, no flag should fly higher than the US Flag, but
the US Flag should be no higher than that of any other nation's displayed.

Rationale
I and others have argued that, since the small bike flags we use are all but invisible from the front
(when mounted on the rear), the concept of "Flag's own right" should be used with the vantage
from the rear of the bike. (This would place the Flag on the on left-hand, rear of your bike). This
concept, unfortunately, overlooks a more applicable concept. If you equate the motion of your bike
with marching, and you equate traffic with a procession, another portion of the Flag Code becomes
the obvious choice for display of the Flag alone, or with another:
Rule 9: "The Flag, when carried in a procession with another flag or flags, should be either on the
marching right; that is, the Flag's own right, or, if there is a line of other flags, in front of the
center of that line."
The second portion of this rule does not work well with most motorcycles, since there usually is no
means to mount the Flag in front (in the direction of travel) of the others if all flags are to be
mounted at the rear of the bike. In this case, we rely on:
Rule 10: "The Flag of the United States of America should be at the center and at the highest point
of the group when a number of flags of States or localities or pennants of societies are grouped
and displayed from staffs." Included in this would be POW/MIA flags and American Legion Riders
flags.
Finally, if you are displaying another country's flag along with the US Flag, they both should be at the
same height and the same size, and the US Flag should be displayed on the right side (again,
marching right). This is basically,
Rule 11: "When flags of two or more nations are displayed, they are to be flown from separate
staffs of the same height. The flags should be of approximately equal size. International usage
forbids the display of the flag of one nation above that of another nation in time of peace. The
order of precedence for flags generally is National flags (US first, then others in alphabetical order
in English), State (host state first, then others in the order of admission) and territories
(Washington DC, Puerto Rico, etc.), Military (in order of establishment: Army, Marine Corps, Navy,
Air Force, Coast Guard), then other."
-Bobcat

Click the link for the: GWRRA WA-I Membership Questionnaire

Come Ride with the Herd
Three amigos out for some miles and taking in the sights! Plus, a bonus pic, of I don’t
know what, taken from the streets in Mexico. Sure does look sonic fast though.

Other fun pictures: Submissions from the Herd and friends
Who has a guess as to make and model of this scoot?

Have you done some interesting mods to any of your rides? Why not
share them with us? It would be a hoot to see them!

Got motorcycling pictures, experiences from rides, or anything
motorcycle related? And, you would like to share, please submit
them to the chapter for our library.
Just send them to:
mailto:Chapter-WA-I@comcast.net

----- For Chuckles’ and Giggles’ sake ----(who the heck is Chuckles and which one is Giggles?)

Special December Occasions in the Chapter
Birthdays:
Ray Abitz
Debora Buell
Sandy Drake
Savannah Smith

Anniversaries
None on record for the month

GWRRA Membership Anniversaries
Pat Gray 2005
Dick Pope 1996
Terry Smith 1997

UPCOMING 2020/2021 Chapter I

Casino Night with Chapter WA-I has been canceled for 2021.
It will be back on the other side of the COVID-19 mess.
We are aiming for a big fun event in 2022
Thanks for understanding!

Administration and Contact Resources
YOUR AD COULD BE HERE! Send it to WAinews@GWRRAwai.org

GWRRA websites: Chapter “I” – http://www.gwrrawai.org
Washington District – http://www.gwrra-wa.org
WA District Chapters - http://www.gwrra-wa.org/chapter/list.htm
National – http://www.gwrra.org

Senior Discount List
Lists dozens of local vendors offering us discounts.
http://www.seniorcitizenjournal.com/senior-finances/senior-discounts-list/

_______________________________________________

NOTICES _______________________________________________

Please refer to the appropriate newsletter (District or Chapter) or to Groupworks for details

December Happenings
6th
Olympia Toy Run Officially Cancelled (However, there are jungle drums saying some might do
it on their own. So, if you are interested, ask around.)
6th
Puyallup Lighted Santa Parade

January 2021
WA-I Casino Night Cancelled

June 29th-July 3rd 2021
Wing Ding 42 In Springfield Missouri Click here for more info: Wing-Ding 42
Registration Information: Print & Mail Application or Online Registration or Call 1-800-843-9460

Rider Ed

What Kind of Rider Are You?
Many of you know that I drive a semi for a living. Those who
don’t, well, “now you know.” Primarily, I drive in early evening
and I get to see many motorcycle riding styles. Some riders think
they are a “Fighter Pilot.” Some think they’re indestructible.
Some think they live in California, and then is the rider that goes by you with loud pipes that scare
the Hell out of you, “don’t figure.” And then there’s the rider who has respect for themself and the
other drivers around them. Remember, a motorcycle has zero protection except what you “the
rider” is wearing. Therefore, we’d encourage you to practice “ATGATT” (All The Gear All The Time).
Your riding style depends on the preparation and ability you bring to getting from point A to point B,
in one piece. We as part of “motorcycle riding community” and as good ambassadors on the roads
want to show safety and a pride in what we enjoy. Over time, our riding community has lost too
many riders due to lazy preparation, inattentive riding, and poor decisions. Be smart while on two or
three wheels, so we can continue to have lots of FUN together.
Ride on my friends!
Robert & Helen Liddell
WA-B Chapter Director
WA- District Rider Educator
Master Tour Rider #10501
rkliddell@earthlink.net

(360)649-9658

For Rider Education forms click on the following links.
Vehicle Inspection Sheet
Levels Program Application
Levels Program Retirement Application
Note: Contents taken from WA District Newsletter. Minor edits done during newsletter assembly.

NOTES FROM NATIONAL
Jere & Sherry Goodman Director of GWRRA
Volunteered… Now What?
Our association could not exist if it were not for you, the volunteers. All
of our Officers along with our many non-officer positions play a vital role
in promoting our motto of Friends, For Fun, Safety, and Knowledge. We
are fortunate that so many of our GWRRA Members step forward to create an atmosphere where
we not only have fun, but build relationships that make us a GWRRA family. We may have come for
the motorcycle, but we stay for the friends. The cornerstone of our Association is the Chapter, and
it is here that we begin to build our relationships and truly share in the joy of motorcycling with
others who have the same passion. Monthly gatherings or socials, riding adventures either as a
one-day or multi-day adventure, and other fun activities are there for the taking. These activities
take planning and volunteers to coordinate the desired fun outcome. If you are a Member thinking
about becoming a Chapter Officer, have you thought about how you plan to contribute to Chapter
life? Perhaps you are a newly appointed Officer and are not quite sure what is expected. We have a
lot of support and information for you. Your appointing Officer is a great source of information and
so is the Officer’s Handbook. Sherry and I would like to give you a quick overview of some Chapter
Officer positions from our Officer’s Handbook and some of our own observations. The Chapter
Director is more of a Coordinator of fun, activities, rides and more fun. Coordinating Chapter
gatherings doesn’t mean you have to do them all. Suggest ideas to your staff/team and they can
coordinate them. We don’t want you focused on your finances, just on fun and riding. You lead
through facilitating your Team and your Chapter Participants into fun activities, making certain that
any new Member is welcomed and made a part of this special place in GWRRA — their Chapter!
Most importantly to this new role, you do not do it alone! Trying to do it alone can be very
frustrating and unrewarding. Including your team in planning and getting buy-in is essential to
having a cohesive team.
Our Chapter Ride Coordinator’s focus needs to be on riding and this position does exactly that. The
Chapter Ride Coordinator coordinates our rides. As an Officer, and part of the Rider Education
Program, the Ride
Coordinator needs to believe and participate in our Rider Education program and be at least a Level
2 and a Road Captain. Your energy and focus are on planning all variety of rides that suit your
Chapter Participants. As you get ready for that ride you will conduct a very informative Rider
Meeting and you will encourage safety,
i.e., vehicle inspections, group riding techniques, safety clothes and more. You accept the Riders
who attend as long as they are in compliance with State law. You will encourage, communicate and
lead the way, sharing GWRRA’s benefits of safety as developed through our Rider Education

Program. If you sign Members into the program, that is a bonus, but sharing your passion for the
ride is your piece of the fun equation. Riding is key to the socialization found in a Chapter and a
Chapter that rides is a vibrant Chapter.
The Membership Enhancement Coordinator, as the name implies, will be the Chapter social
coordinator. Plan fun events and reach out to the Ride Coordinator from time to time to
incorporate fun rides with fun social events. Encourage your Chapter to participate in some of the
fun programs that GWRRA has to offer. Reach out to those prospective and new Members
faithfully every month until you talk with them and invite them to join you. Invite them to your
next ride; that’s an easy meet-up. You are the key to Chapter fun, enjoy it! You are GWRRA’s vital
communicator to those who are Members of GWRRA, so share your passion! This position is so
very important to the retention of our Members, which benefits the Chapter and our association.
Members who are having fun will stay engaged and that is what keeps our Chapters flourishing.
The Chapter Treasurer is a vital role as we have finances that need to be handled and the Chapter
Treasurer is the person to do it. They know how much money they will need in a month and/or
year. If someone wants or needs to do a specific fundraiser, they will coordinate that with the
Chapter Director and Treasurer. NOTE: Chapter finances are needed for the Charter fee, web
hosting, some newsletters and Member appreciation. That means a major fundraiser may not be
necessary. Focus on socials and rides and do 50/25/25’s (if legal in your state) to pay for your
necessary expenses. We’re changing the focus to camaraderie, riding, fun and social; the finances
just need to support what we do. The Chapter Director and Treasurer work closely together to
ensure that the money we raise at the Chapter level is there for the operation of the Chapter and
the benefit of the Chapter participants.
Sherry and I want to thank all of our volunteer Officers and staff volunteers for all that they
continue to do. We can tell you from our experience that volunteering has been very rewarding,
has led to making new friends, and has enhanced our fun as Members of the Gold Wing Road
Riders Association. Stay safe; be well. And, as always, remember that fun shall be the last word—so

Come celebrate with us in Springfield, Missouri June 29—July 3, 2021
Jere & Sherry Goodman
540-623-0447
mailto: director@gwrra.org

Food For Thought
Dear loved ones,
I want you to know I’m sorry.
I’m sorry for making you worry every time I climb onto my bike. For you worry this could be my last. I
want you to know that if that is the case, I’m sorry I left on such short notice. Please know that was
never my intention. You may sometimes ask why I would risk my life “just for a ride”? To some
people, no answer will be good enough. Others may say things like, “he's careless, selfish or he only
wants to go fast!” And for the rest of you that are undecided, please take a minute to read on.
“A ride” is our freedom away from a world turning evil, a nagging boy/girlfriend, a child that's on our
last nerve. “A ride” could have helped you stay another day at a job. “A ride” could have saved an
argument, or kept a husband from saying something he regrets or a wife from burning the house
down
“A ride” could be the only time a mom, dad, wife, husband, grandma, grandpa, girlfriend,
boyfriend, sister, brother, aunt, uncle, friend, daughter or brother has during a day to catch his or
her breath, to reenergize, to pray for strength to continue on with all the “job titles” a mother or
father has in a day! Last but not least: I love it and everything about it. I love the long roads with the
beautiful views! I love the excitement I feel every time I twist the throttle. I love the gas station
conversations. I love the out-of-the-blue races. I love the family that's within the biker community. I
just love the ride!
I will finish by saying THANK YOU! Thank you, for supporting me even though you're not comfortable
with it. Thank you, for the countless prayers. Thank you for every phone call to make sure the biker
down wasn't me. Thank you for showing your love even when it's difficult.
Sincerely, Your Biker

_____________________________________ Motorist

Awareness __________________________________

GWRRA Washington District Chapters
Chapter City

Chapter Director

WA-A

Seattle

WA-B

Bremerton

CD; Todd McLain
206-241-3565
ACD; Don Hatley
Bob & Helen Liddell
rkliddell@earthlink.net
(360)649-9658

WA-E

Bellevue

WA-I

Olympia

WA-L

Kennewick

WA-N

Spokane

WA-O

Port
Orchard

WA-R

Walla Walla

WA-V

Auburn

WA-X

Vancouver

WA-Z

Centralia

Ron & Lana Peck
ron@peckmanor.com
(425)908-7321
CD; Ray Abitz
360-790-2832
ACD; Ron Wolf
Joice LoParco
jloparco@charter,net
(509)531-6137
Lori Ann & Lewis Robertson
spokanewingnuts@gmail.com
(509)251-4443
Ken & Tami Smith
ksmith6737@msn.com
(360)440-6357
Pat & Von Webb

Meeting Date/
Time
4th Saturday
Breakfast @ 8:00 AM
Gathering @ 9:00 AM
21st Saturday
Breakfast @ 9:00 AM
Gathering @ 10:00
AM
3rd Saturday
Breakfast @ 8:30 AM
Gathering @ 9:00 AM
3rd Sunday
Breakfast @ 7:30 AM
Gathering @ 8:00 AM
2nd Saturday
Breakfast @ 8:00 AM
Gathering @ 9:00 AM
3rd Saturday
Breakfast @ 8:00 AM
Gathering @ 8:30 AM

3rd Saturday
Breakfast @ 8:00 AM
Gathering @ 9:00 AM
1st Saturday
patrick.charles.webb@gmail.com
Breakfast @ 8:00
(509)522-2320
Meeting @ 9;00 AM
Joe & Patti Diambri
1st Thursday
J_diambri@yahoo.com
Dinner @ 6:00 PM
(253)630-8463
Meeting @ 7:00 PM
David L. Van Nice
4th Tuesday
vancouverwax@gmail.com
Dinner@5:30
(360)-891-6889
Gathering @ 6:00 PM
Jesse & Eva Valentine
2nd Saturday
hvalk.58@gmail.com
Breakfast @ 8:30 AM
(360) 888-0546

Location
Golden Steer Restaurant
23826 104th Ave SE
Kent, WA 98031
All Star Lanes
10710 Silverdale Way NW
Silverdale, WA 98383
Kenmore Lanes
7638 NE Bothell Way
Kenmore, WA 98028
VFW on Martin Way
2902 Martin Way E
Olympia, WA 98506
Cousin’s Restaurant
4605 Road 68
Pasco, WA 99301
Golden Corral Buffet Restaurant
7717 N Division St
Spokane, WA 99208
Everybody’s Restaurant
4215 SE Mile Hill DR
Port Orchard WA 98366
Clarette’s Restaurant
15S Touchet St
Walla Walla, WA
Trotter's Family Restaurant
825 Harvey Rd
Auburn, WA 98002
Benny's Rod and Custom Pizza
4219 NE St Johns Rd
Vancouver, WA 98661
Ramblin Jacks Ribeye
1336 Rush Rd
Chehalis, WA 98532
Exit 72

GWRRA Washington District Staff
Position

Volunteers Serving

Contact Information

District Directors

Ken and Tami Smith

(360) 440-6357
Send e-mail

Assistant DD – West

Mike Berreman

(360) 275-5508
Send e-mail

Assistant DD-East

Chuck & Lesley
Grimm

(509) 2636594
Send e-mail

District Treasurer

Mike and Bijou White (360) 340-2588
Send e-mail

District Rider Educators

Robert and Helen
Liddell

Assistant Rider Educator

Open

District First Aid Trainer

Mike Miller

(360)601-3958
Send e-mail

District Motorist
Awareness

Carl Maier

(509) 844-3865
Send e-mail

District Leadership
Trainers

Open

District Membership
Coordinator

Kaye Maier

(509) 220-6709
Send e-mail

District Couple of the Year

Jeff and Cindy
Duffield

(253) 293-0744
Send e-mail

District WEB Master

Greg Dawson

(503) 502-3310
Send e-mail

District Newsletter Editor

Rose Hibbs

(360) 571-5732
Send e-mail

District GroupWorks
Administrator

Vic Parr

(253) 224-6420
Send e-mail

Vendor Coordinators

Jeff and Cindy
Duffield

(253) 293-0744
Send e-mail

District Couple of the Year
Coordinators

Jeff and Cindy
Duffield

(253) 293-0744
Send e-mail

District Secretary

Open

FUN Coordinator

Open

District Ambassador

John Scrivner

(360) 710-1771
Send e-mail

District Ambassador

Garry Alexander

(253)677-7812
Send e-mail

District Ambassador

Jeff and Cindy
Duffield

(253) 293-0744
Send e-mail

(360) 649-9658
Send e-mail

OUR SPONSORS
NOTE: Clicking on a business item takes you to the website. Please support those that support us!

