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Greetings Chapter WA-I and GWRRA Friends, 
 

Another month has come and gone. And, I hope all are doing well and 

staying safe and healthy. The chapter has been out on some rides and doing what we can as far as 

staying safe. 

As a chapter, we are trying our best to keeping our distancing and, if we gather, we are wearing our 

masks. So, if you go out, please keep your distance and/or have your safety gear just the same as if 

you are riding your bike. We have all our gear on the bike, same as in life as we know it, look at it as 

if we’re just adding another layer of protection to ATGATT. The really GREAT NEWS is: as we have 

been getting out on the road and adapting, we are finding our sport of riding is becoming a great 

way to keep our social distancing. 

 

Now, an important note for our bikes. We need to start thinking of winterizing.  

▪ Change the oils 

▪ Fill your tank and add some gas treatment  

▪ Disconnect the battery and put it where it's warm if you can 

▪ Get the bike on the center stand and let a little air out of the tires 

▪ Put a very good coat of wax on the bike and don’t forget our trailers 

Doing some easy things at the end of your riding season will help for a great start for the next 

time we get them back out. 

 

Till next time. And remember, it's your chapter: grab it by the bars and ride. 

CD Ray 
 

Be sure to click the link for the: GWRRA WA-I Membership Questionnaire 

CHAPTER DIRECTOR: RAY ABITZ 

Stay Home, Stay Safe 
We will not be having an October GATHERING. 
Until we can be safe in larger enclosed group 

settings, we will continue to keep our distance. 

Cruising on Wings “COWs” 
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Learn how to be safe out there. 

4.  A CAR TURNS INTO YOU 

You’re riding in traffic when a car in another lane suddenly veers 
into the space you’re occupying. Remember, our motorcycles can 
easily fit into blind spots and drivers looking for cars aren’t 
psychologically programmed to see motorcycles. 

How to Avoid It: 
Be aware of where blind spots lie and spend as little time in them 
as possible. If you can see a driver's eyes in their mirrors, then they 

have the ability to see you, too (But remember that still doesn't always mean they're looking). 
 
Beware of situations where lane changes become more possible. Is highway traffic slowing, with one lane 
moving faster than others? People are going to want to be in that lane. Don’t be where they want to be. 

Look for signs of a car changing lanes: turn signals, wheels turning, the car wandering around its own lane 
while the driver checks his/her mirrors and, of course, the driver’s head moving. Be aware of all that, in all 
the cars around you, at all times, and you’ll be good. 

Ride Safe, 

Ron 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Make a Difference 
Offer a Suggestion or Ask a Question 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

To go to the SUGGESTION BOX 

Click here 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScMJYtQmVZcUGXDAfi-xhM6vAMWkqDK5DiDNbForLR8T4xBsQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


 

We can’t say this enough  
 

I’m a New Member 

I see you at the meetings 
But you never say Hello. 

You’re busy all the time you’re there 
with those you already know. 

I sit amongst the people, 
Yet I’m a lonesome body. 

The new members are as strange as I, 
And the old timers pass me by. 

But darn it, you people asked me in, 
And you talked of fellowship. 

You could just step across the room, 
But you never make the trip. 

Why can’t you nod and say “Hello,” 
Or stop and shake my hand. 

Then go and sit among your friends, 
Now that I understand. 

I’ll be at your next meeting, 
Perhaps a nice evening spent. 

Do you think you could introduce yourself? 
I want to be your friend. 

 

-Author unknown 

  



 

  Wind on Your Knees 
 

Last month I shared some thoughts on the importance of temperature 

control and avoiding dehydration in regard to countering those issues 

and helping to maintain the peak physical performance and mental 

alertness needed in operating a motorcycle. Little did I know my 

thoughts would open a door of opportunity for me.  

Shortly after publication of the last newsletter, a contact I have reached 

out and asked if I would be interested in doing some early stage product 

evaluation, which could lead to a beta testing.  

In short, the company has produced a product for defense and law enforcement personnel which is 

worn under molle/tactical armor plate vests to help manage constant body temps and hydration. As 

well, they have a non-protective model which is used in work place environments when safety, body 

temperature control and hydration are vital, such as highway construction. And now the company is 

contemplating adapting the product to motorcycle touring. Which is where I come in. 

It will be interesting to work through this process. I can instantly see benefits. Obviously, sufficient 

and convenient hydration and body heat control (either cooling or warming). There also could be an 

added benefit of core body protection in the case of impact. To clarify that a bit, what is referred to 

in the tactical armor industry, as “backforce-deformation.” Simply put, backforce-deformation is the 

resulting damage to core tissues upon an external impact to armor plating. Having known only a few 

touring riders, (wearing is almost a must for XS and dirt bike riders), that wear body armor under 

their protective outer layer, in a way I scratch my head at this. But then I remember the incident 

when a buddy got tagged in a sweeping curve by a motorcyclist coming in the oncoming lane that 

zoned out and drifted over the centerline. Both bikes went down, my buddy jumped up, unzipped his 

outer jacket and slapped his torso armor and proclaimed “sure glad I had this on.” 

Like I said, this will be an interesting exercise.  

 

 

 

Click the link for the: GWRRA WA-I Membership Questionnaire 
  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfX2BDNt0Jx50H2Z0GOj8WaUqzGBJ9-9V53pxvpvYILKzWx3g/viewform


Come Ride with the Herd 
Pictures from random rides by members and friends 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

  



Other fun pictures: Submissions from the Herd and friends 

                               

Sometimes the open road has its mundane activities, like loading up 

or unloading, but then, if you’re watching, you never know what 

you’ll see on the shoulder of the road. 

 

 

 

If you have motorcycling pictures, experiences from rides, or 

anything motorcycle related, you would like to share, please submit 

them to the chapter for our library. 

Just send them to: 

mailto:Chapter-WA-I@comcast.net  

  

mailto:Chapter-WA-I@comcast.net


----- For Chuckles’ and Giggles’ sake ----- 

(who the heck is Chuckles and which one is Giggles?) 
 

 

 
 

  



 

Special October Occasions in the Chapter 

Birthdays: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

UPCOMING 2020  

Casino Night with Chapter WA-I has been canceled for 2021. 

It will be back on the other side of the COVID-19 mess. 

We are aiming for a big fun event in 2022 

Thanks for understanding! 

Anniversaries 
Pat and Cheryl Barrett 1967 

GWRRA Membership Anniversaries 

Ray Abitz 1994 

Will Abitz 2001 

David Black 2003 

Jeff Baughman 2018 

Lisa Marsh 

Charles Scovill 

Ron Wolf 



 

Administration and Contact Resources 

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!    Send it to WAinews@GWRRAwai.org 

 

GWRRRA websites:  Chapter “I” – http://www.gwrrawai.org 

Washington District – http://www.gwrra-wa.org 

WA District Chapters - http://www.gwrra-wa.org/chapter/list.htm 

National – http://www.gwrra.org 

 
 
Senior Discount List  
Lists dozens of local vendors offering us discounts.  
http://www.seniorcitizenjournal.com/senior-finances/senior-discounts-list/ 
 
 

_______________________________________________   NOTICES   _______________________________________________ 

Please refer to the appropriate newsletter (District or Chapter) or Groupworks for details 

October Happenings 
10th Church Memorial Service for Frank Hutchinson  

11th Home Memorial Service for Frank Hutchinson at Susie’s  

31st WA-A Five Aces Ride. Come ride with us and we buy the Ice Cream (This is a fun one!) 

 

December Happenings 
6th Olympia Toy Run  

6th Puyallup Lighted Santa Parade  

 

January 2021 
WA-I Casino Night Cancelled 

 

June 29th-July 3rd 2021 
Wing Ding 42 In Springfield Missouri    Click here for more info: Wing-Ding 42 

Registration Information: Print & Mail Application or Online Registration or Call 1-800-843-9460 

  

mailto:wainews@gwrrawai.org
http://www.gwrrawai.org/
http://www.gwrra-wa.org/
http://www.gwrra-wa.org/chapter/list.htm
http://www.gwrra.org/
http://www.seniorcitizenjournal.com/senior-finances/senior-discounts-list/
https://www.wing-ding.org/
https://www.wing-ding.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/ApplicationWD42_May2020-edited.pdf
http://membership.gwrra.org/Scripts/4Disapi.dll/4DCGI/events/ConferenceList.html?Action=Find_Events&


Rider Ed 

 

 

Where did the Year Go? Not many chapters had gatherings. But 

good thing is many chapters had rides, “Ice Cream” at the rest 

period of the ride. Some had Brown Bag Lunches. (I like Ice 

Cream). Then there are Chapters who “Think outside the BOX”. 

One of those Chapter’s is Chapter “N” Spokane, WA. Aug 15th 

Lori Ann and Rob had their gathering in Lori Ann’s back yard. 

Social Distance and Fun was had by everyone. Breakfast was served for a $5 donation, and a ride was 

planned for afterwards. I heard the ride was about 220 miles. The weather was fabulous. Helen and I 

went by car to honor another Master Tour Rider. Kay Meier received her patch from Carl Meier (her 

husband) and myself. She was pleasantly surprised. While at the gathering, I talked about the Levels 

Program and signed up 3 new members to the Program and received updated info for other 

members. Many are eligible for higher levels and even MASTER TOUR RIDERS. Looking forward to 

returning to deliver these Awards. First Aid and CPR classes are needed and ARC and TRC classes. I 

will be working on that for the members on the EAST SIDE of Our State. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Rider Education forms click on the following links. 

Vehicle Inspection Sheet 

Levels Program Application 

Levels Program Retirement Application 

Robert & Helen Liddell  

WA-B Chapter Director 

WA- District Rider Educator 

Master Tour Rider #10501 
rkliddell@earthlink.net             

(360)649-9658 
  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1oUlzkHuJlOvvg5Vq_4f2irzzaA8gLpsK/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTA6PYR6l7cfWXrIEF5XIgt104JxtlUP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UTA6PYR6l7cfWXrIEF5XIgt104JxtlUP/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_JFcb_lLFF2sseOedIOn_xrJEtG6f-nn/view?usp=sharing
mailto:rkliddell@earthlink.net


 

_____________________________________ Motorist Awareness __________________________________ 

 
 

 
  



 

GWRRA Washington District Chapters 
Chapter City Chapter Director Meeting Date/ 

Time 
Location 

WA-A Seattle CD; Todd McLain 
206-241-3565 
ACD; Don Hatley 

4th Saturday 
Breakfast @ 8:00 AM 
Gathering @ 9:00 AM 

Golden Steer Restaurant 
23826 104th Ave SE 
Kent, WA  98031 

WA-B Bremerton Bob & Helen Liddell 
rkliddell@earthlink.net 
(360)649-9658 

21st Saturday 
Breakfast @ 9:00 AM 

Gathering @ 10:00 
AM 

All Star Lanes 
10710 Silverdale Way NW 
Silverdale, WA 98383 

WA-E Bellevue Ron & Lana Peck 
ron@peckmanor.com 
(425)908-7321 

3rd Saturday 
Breakfast @ 8:30 AM 
Gathering @ 9:00 AM 

Kenmore Lanes 
7638 NE Bothell Way 
Kenmore, WA  98028 

WA-I Olympia CD; Ray Abitz 
360-790-2832 
ACD; Ron Wolf 

3rd Sunday 
Breakfast @ 7:30 AM 
Gathering @ 8:00 AM 

VFW on Martin Way 
2902 Martin Way E  
Olympia, WA 98506 

WA-L Kennewick Joice LoParco 
jloparco@charter,net 
(509)531-6137 

2nd Saturday 
Breakfast @ 8:00 AM 
Gathering @ 9:00 AM 

Cousin’s Restaurant 
4605 Road 68 
Pasco, WA 99301 

WA-N Spokane Lori Ann & Lewis Robertson 
spokanewingnuts@gmail.com 
(509)251-4443 

3rd Saturday 
Breakfast @ 8:00 AM 
Gathering @ 8:30 AM 

Golden Corral Buffet Restaurant 
7717 N Division St 
Spokane, WA  99208 

WA-O Port 
Orchard 

Ken & Tami Smith 
ksmith6737@msn.com 
(360)440-6357 

3rd Saturday 
Breakfast @ 8:00 AM 
Gathering @ 9:00 AM 

Everybody’s Restaurant 
4215 SE Mile Hill DR  
Port Orchard WA 98366 

WA-R 
 

Walla Walla Pat & Von Webb 
patrick.charles.webb@gmail.com 

(509)522-2320 

1st Saturday 

Breakfast @ 8:00 

Meeting @ 9;00 AM 

Clarette’s Restaurant 

15S Touchet St 

Walla Walla, WA 

WA-V Auburn Joe & Patti Diambri 
J_diambri@yahoo.com 
(253)630-8463 

1st Thursday  
Dinner @ 6:00 PM 

Meeting @ 7:00 PM 

Trotter's Family Restaurant 
825 Harvey Rd 
Auburn, WA 98002 

WA-X Vancouver Michael & Vickie Miller 
miller99val@msn.com 
(360)666-2569 

4th Tuesday 
Dinner@5:30 

Gathering @ 6:00 PM 

Benny's Rod and Custom Pizza 
4219 NE St Johns Rd 
Vancouver, WA 98661 

WA-Z Centralia Jesse & Eva Valentine 
hvalk.58@gmail.com 
(360) 888-0546 

2nd Saturday 
Breakfast @ 8:30 AM 

Ramblin Jacks Ribeye 
1336 Rush Rd 
Chehalis, WA 98532 
Exit 72 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gwrra-waa.org/
https://gwrra-wab.org/
http://www.gwrra-wae.com/
http://gwrrawai.org/
http://www.gwrrawa-n.org/
http://www.gwrra-wao.org/
http://www.gwrra-wav.org/
http://www.gwrra-wax.org/
mailto:Chapter%20Directors%20Jesse%20and%20Eva%20Valentine%20%3Chvalk.58@gmail.com%3E
mailto:Chapter%20Directors%20Jesse%20and%20Eva%20Valentine%20%3Chvalk.58@gmail.com%3E


OUR SPONSERS 

NOTE: Clicking on a business item takes you to the website. Please support those that support us! 

 

 

 

 

https://www.southsoundhonda.com/
https://www.bandrflooring-america.com/
https://eagleleather.com/
http://firecreekacc.com/
https://www.cyclegear.com/search?shop_by_store_id=110

