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Hi Chapter WA-I and Friends and family, I hope this finds you well. 

Some in the chapter went on a very nice ride on 2 Aug; we went to Windy Ridge and Spirt lake. 

It was a very nice ride till the turn just after Randal. The road was very rough but it was so 

worth it 

We had 7 bikes and 9 people, with that said we at this time will do more Social riding to keep 

all of us safe and healthy. 

We can keep our distance easy this way and have a great time doing it. We can pick a 

destination and go.  I will try to start us at a fuel spot and a depart time of 9:00 am; on the way 

stopping at gas stations for fuel and food at the same time enjoy our ride and being safe. 

We will be trying to pick a destination every other weekend and pick it from the places you the 

chapter have asked for so please turn in the Questionnaire so we may pick your fevered place. 

 

 

 Till next time be safe,  

And always remember itôs your chapter! Grab it by the bars and ride. 
 

 

CHAPTER DIRECTOR: RAY ABITZ 

Stay home Stay Safe 

We will not be having an August GATHERING 

Till we can be safe in groups 

we will keep our distance 
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  Learn how to be safe out there.  

 

2.  YOU HIT GRAVEL IN A BLIND CORNER 

Youôre out riding the twisties when, seemingly without warning, you round a corner to 
find a patch of sand/gravel/leaves whatever in your path. You put your front tire in it and 
wipe out. 

How To Avoid  It: Donôt hit it in the first place. Ride at a pace where your reaction time 
and ability to take action fit within your range of vision. On the road, ñSlow In, Fast Outò 
is an effective rule of thumb. Enter a corner wide, to increase your vision and at an easy 
pace. You can pick up the speed on the way out, once you can see. 
Trail braking is a slightly more advanced skill that youôll need to learn and practice on a 
track before applying on the road. Using it, you brake all the way to the apex using the 
front brake before swapping brake for throttle. Since youôre already on the brakes and 
the bikeôs weight is distributed forward, compressing the front suspension and 
increasing the size of the front tireôs contact patch, you can easily tighten your line by 
applying a little more brake or widen it by letting off. Doing so should help you avoid 
obstacles such as gravel. 

Another advanced skill, which is oddly controversial in rule-loving America, but which is 
taught by advanced police riders abroad, is to maximize vision by using the full width of 
the road, regardless of lanes. Vision equals safety equals speed. Again, learn this from 
a trained professional before trying it yourself. 

 

Ride Safe. 

Ron 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

We canôt say this enough  
 

LΩƳ ŀ bŜǿ aŜƳōŜǊ 

I see you at the meetings 
But you never say Hello. 
¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ōǳǎȅ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ there 
With those you already know. 
I sit amongst the people, 
 ̧ Ŝǘ LΩƳ ŀ ƭƻƴŜǎƻƳŜ ōƻŘȅΦ 
The new members are as strange as I, 
And the old timers pass me by. 
But darn it, you people asked me in, 
And you talked of fellowship. 
You could just step across the room, 
But you never make the trip. 
²Ƙȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ƴƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅ άIŜƭƭƻΣέ 
Or stop and shake my hand. 
Then go and sit among your friends, 
Now that I understand. 
LΩƭƭ ōŜ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎΣ 
Perhaps a nice evening spent. 
Do you think you could introduce yourself? 
I want to be your friend. 

 

Author unknown 

 



  for Fun, Safety and  

  Wind on Your Knees 
 
Communication: noun; \  k₳- ƳȅǸ-n₳- ƪņ-sh₳n \ 

Merriam-²ŜōǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴόǎύ ŀǎ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƳǳƭǘƛǘǳŘŜ ƻŦ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻǊ 

means. Boiled down, and I mean boiled way down, it is the transmission of information 

(useful or not, (grin)) from a person(s), place, or entity to another person(s) place, or 

entity.  

LΩǾŜ ǊŜŀŘ ŀōƻǳǘΣ ƘŜŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ seen communication accomplished via text messaging, emails, web posting on 

blogs, telephone calls, postcards and letters, pony express, neighborhood gossip grapevines/networks, 

semaphore flags, smoke signals, and jungle drums. Granted, some means are by far more efficient, effective 

and concise. However, in a nutshell, it helps to communicate. 

For decades if not generations, motorcycling has been a lone-wolf event.  Sure, once in a while you paired up 

and rode double. But, in those days who could talk with a passenger or vice versa? Then there is the personal-

preference side to motorcycling. One of my dearest riding buddies has been one ping above deaf since 

childhood. He earns his living in a highly competitive and stressful industry. His escape is to turn his hearing 

ŀƛŘǎ ƻŦŦΣ Ǉǳƭƭ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ƭƛŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻǊǘ Ƙƛǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƻǳǘ όLΩŘ ǎŀȅ ōŀǘǘƭŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƳƻƴǎ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƘŜŀŘΣ ōǳǘ ƘŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅΦ 

I tell him, I got both his portion and mine) as he rides. So, he prefers to be a lone wolf, unless his endearing 

wife is on the pillion.  

LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ŀ DƻƭŘ ²ƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŀƴ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ aƻǘƘŜǊ IƻƴŘŀ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ D[мрлл 

models, the production communication gear made available as options and eventually stock features changed 

biking forever. Whisper sweet nothings to your passenger, you bet. Decide when the next fuel stop would be 

while on a group ride, absolutely. Even reaching out to the public air waves for road and weather updates 

became standard operating procedure. Or, άǿƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ нлΣ мл-пΣ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ŀ ŦŜǿέ ǿŀǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛǎΣ ƘŜŀǊŘ 

ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΦ  L ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘƻƻ ŦŀǊ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾŜǊōŀƭ ƭƛƳō ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ 

motorcycling has played a huge part in making Gold Wings and organizations like ours, what it is today. 

Which brings me to a closing thought. This year has been a bummer when it comes to gathering. Even seeing 

each other in small-group settings has been discouraged and frowned upon. Gladly, things are balancing 

somewhat. If you are a faithful reader of this newsletter, you know this newsletter has been there monthly for 

us. One of the regular insertions has been a questionnaire/survey. Leadership wants to hear back from you. To 

help facilitate that, responding to that questionnaire has been brought into the digital age. Below is a link that 

will take you to, then walk you through, the questionnaire. Please talk, communicate back to your chapter 

leadership team by participating. Just look at it as another way for you to check in with them. Your responses 

will be used in future planning.  

Click the link for the: GWRRA WA-I Membership Questionnaire 

 

 

 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfX2BDNt0Jx50H2Z0GOj8WaUqzGBJ9-9V53pxvpvYILKzWx3g/viewform


Pictures from the ride to Windy Ridge 

   

 

   

  
 



                               

My mom, Lola Smith, at 89. She wanted a ride so bad. 

She was like a little kid and was so happy. 

----- SOME FUN STUFF ------------- 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

  


