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Happy holidays C.O.W Herd,  

We hope everyone's holidays are filled with love and family and friends. 

Dianna and I have gone to a few things this November.  One being the lovely celebration of life for Barb Smith, CD in 

Monroe. She was well loved noted by the huge amount of people. RIP Barb. 

We went to Chapter A’s gathering.  It’s always fun to be with them.  Just good friends. 

Man, you missed a great time if you didn’t come to our November dinner social at O'Blarneys Irish Pub.  Twelve attended, 

including our long, lost friend Tony Turk and we were also graced with new friends, Norm and Donna Wiest.  Lately, we 

haven’t always had good riding days, but it’s always a great time to be with our friends.  

Wednesday, December 4th, Dinner Social at 5:30 pm. Nisqually Bar n Grill at the bottom of the Nisqually hill.  I hear its 

good food. Always fun so let’s all do it.  Call or text Dianna for a head count at 253 686 3309. 

FYI, the Jan Dinner Social will not be on the 1st Wed as usual.  That’s New Years Day.  It will be held on the 2nd Wed. of 

the month, Jan 8th, 2020.  Location yet to be determined.  Any suggestions?  Anyone, if you have an idea, please feel free 

to call, Dianna at 253 686 3309. 

The hat drawing was finally won by JMac at the Nov Gathering,. It pays to come in colors.  Thanks to all that attended.  

We also had a pretty good 50/50. 

Speaking of thanks, we honored and gave thanks to our chapter veterans. God bless all those that have given and those that 

have given more than their service.  God bless their families too. 

We are still desperately looking for someone or two or three to replace Dick Pope, Treasurer, Editor, Webmaster plus other 

important duties. Without someone to step up, our chapter may not continue.  What a shame to lose such a good thing as 

our riding friends and family. 

Please check the schedule for upcoming events.  Get them on your calendar.  Life is what you make it.  So, let’s make the 

fun happen. 

Ron and Dianna Hemmi 

Chapter Directors 
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GATHERINGS 

There will not be a Chapter gathering this month!  We will 
be having our annual Christmas dinner at the Olympia VFW 

on December 15th 
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The Photo Gallery 
NO PICS THIS MONTH! 

-------------- SOME FUN STUFF ------------- 
 

    

 

     

 

  

Ray Abitz 

Debra Buell 

Sandy Drake 

Savannah Smith 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wedding Anniversary:  

None this month 

 

GWRRA Anniversary:  

Dick Pope 

Terry Smith 

 

 



 

 
  

        COMING 2019 EVENTS 

Dec 4th – Dinner social, Nisqually Bar N Grill.  Located at the bottom of Nisqually hill. 
               10323 Martin Way E, Olympia 98516.  RSVP  Dianna for a head count. 253 686 3309, 5:30 pm 

Dec 7th - Olympia Toys Run.  10 to 3pm.  Line up in the South Sound Mall.  Rain or 
  shine. 

Dec 7th - Puyallup Lighted Santa Parade, starts 5 to 7 PM.  The Gold Wings Leads the parade.  Get your  

  lights on. 

Dec 9th - Planning meeting, Puerto Vallarta Restaurant, 1400 Galaxy Dr. NE, Lacey at 5:30 PM. 
   All welcomed. 

Dec 15th - Chapter I Christmas Dinner and Gift exchange.  VFW Olympia.  
      No gathering breakfast at Hawks Prairie that day. 

Jan 8th – Dinner Social.  Location yet to be determined! 

Jan 25, 2020 - Chapter I Casino Night. 
 

 



For Sale: 2003 GL1800 ABS Model, Durango Red, 117,435 Miles, $5500.00 

 
See  http://www.gwrra-waa.org/for_sale.html for complete details 
If interested, contact Mike Breise at briese@earthlink.net 
 
 
FOR SALE 1993 GL1500SE AND 1993 COLOR MATCHED BUSHTEC TRAILER 
ORIGINAL OWNERS -PAUL & SHIRLENE HEITZMAN - phone (360) 491-5137 
 
GL1500SE: 
· Only 60,440 miles on bike & less on cargo trailer 
· custom aftermarket seat with rider backrest 
· Swing out passenger armrests 
· Trunk organizer and carpeting in trunk and saddlebags 
· wired for electric clothing with individual thermostat controls 
· Receiver hitch and wired for towing 

Bushtec Cargo Trailer: 
· Chrome tongue with swivel hitch, ice chest, and fold down chrome stand 
· Snap on black vinyl bra, and matching color cover on ice chest 
· High pressure/low volume hand air pump for adjusting trailer suspension 
· Mag wheels with knock off spinners 
· Fully carpeted inside 
· Lockable lid with snap out garment bag inside 
· Chrome and rubber luggage bars on lid with removable set of tie downs 

$5,500 for both bike and cargo trailer.  Would consider selling cargo trailer separately if someone is interested 
for $2,000, but since they are color matched, would not be willing to sell bike separately (unless the trailer was 
sold separately first), then $3,500 for the bike alone. 

Also: Miscellaneous riding apparel.  Refer to previous newsletters or contact Paul for details. 

 
FOR SALE:  Two large silver helmets.  Like new, two Rocket XL jackets, one Scorpion XL jacket and one men’s 
Tour Master 2XL coat.  Contact Paul Kessler at pkeslerjr@aol.com    

 

YOUR AD COULD BE HERE!    Send it to wainews@gwrrawai.org 

RA websites:   Chapter “I” – http://www.gwrrawai.org 

Washington District – http://www.gwrra-wa.org 

National – http://www.gwrra.org 

http://www.gwrra-waa.org/for_sale.html
mailto:pkeslerjr@aol.com
http://www.gwrrawai.org/
http://www.gwrra-wa.org/
http://www.gwrra.org/


 
 
Subject: 2018 Senior Discount List  
Lists dozens of local vendors offering us discounts.  
http://www.seniorcitizenjournal.com/senior-finances/senior-discounts-list/ 
 
 

_______________________________________________   NOTICES   ________________________________________________ 

 

 

_______________________________________________ RIDER ED ____________________________________________________ 

 

It’s all about Traction 

 

It’s time to think about, and consider winter driving conditions, and the skills necessary to “Minimize the 

Risks” we take while traveling.  The following information is taken from a combination of information 

provided in GWRRA Chapter Educator material and from GWRRA Advanced Training (ARC/TRC) 

Manuals. 

 

In winter we see the most driving problems (accidents and spin outs), when conditions include freezing 

rain and black ice.  It doesn’t matter that we are driving our four-wheeled vehicles.  When the road 

surface is icy, traction is greatly reduced.  When there is ice on the road, the best thing to do is stay 

home.  If you must drive in icy conditions, go slowly and smoothly.  No, check that. Go VERY slowly, 

and VERY smoothly! 

 

As we know from our motorcycle training classes, when traction is lost, we lose braking and steering 

control.  Even with four tires on the ground, it is easy to lose control of a vehicle on ice.  To increase 

From the editor, 
 
I received an e-mail, recently from Kaye Lincoln, our District MEC.  In it, she stated that we could be 
down to ten chapters by the end of the year!  Chapters D and Q are already history and WA-P is 
scheduled to close at the end of the year.  Chapter Z is without a CD.  There may be others that I’m 
unaware of! 
 
I’m stepping away from everything at the end of the year.  Members of our chapter need to step up and 
take on some of staff positions if Chapter I is not to be one of those statistics.  I’ve been holding three 
positions for over a year and recently became a pseudo MEC.  We’ve been without an ACD for years! 
 
This will be my last Newsletter, 
 Dick Pope 
 WA-I Treasurer/ Editor/ Webmaster/ Pseudo MEC 

 

 

http://www.seniorcitizenjournal.com/senior-finances/senior-discounts-list/


traction in icy conditions, look for surfaces with more texture.  This can be the unpaved shoulder of the 

road where gravel can provide more resistance to sliding and skidding tires. Crusty snow also gives 

more traction.  This can sometimes be present in the center of the lane (the middle track) where tires 

seldom crush and pack snow down. 

 

Almost any surface provides better traction than ice!  If you have the choice to drive on ice or another 

surface, try to move your vehicle smoothly onto the other surface.  Keep in mind that braking and 

steering inputs should all be made SMOTHLY to maintain traction and control of your vehicle.  Use a 

light touch on the accelerator. You cannot accelerate or decrease speed rapidly on ice, so just plan to 

keep speeds down.  With the limited traction available on ice, stepping on the gas will just cause tire 

spin.  Give yourself plenty of time slow down before entering curves, and maintain a steady speed 

throughout turns and corners.  Increase your following distance behind other vehicles to allow more time 

to stop.  The additional space will also give you a cushion if the vehicle in front of you loses control and 

goes into a spin.  That space can give you room to maneuver and time to react so you can avoid a 

collision. 

 

Consider using your emergency flashers for added conspicuity and to warn others of the problem.  They 

might not be as aware of the conditions as you are.  As always, it is important to scan aggressively all 

around you for hazards and other drivers who might lose control.  Think constantly about your best 

escape route or your reaction to various situations that might arise.  Keep alert to your safest options. 

 

Practice in an empty, icy parking lot to learn how your vehicle handles.  It is important to see and feel 

how to react when traveling at low speeds and applying the brakes or turning the wheels.  It will be 

different than driving on dry pavement. By learning how it behaves, you are better prepared to take the 

right action in a surprise situation on the road.  Remember.  It’s all about maintaining traction! 

 

Any Washington GWRRA member can call or e-mail me directly with any questions/concerns with your 

safety education needs and levels information. 

 

Ride Smart & Be Safe! 

 

Don Eide 

Washington District Educator  

Rider Course Instructor RCI-702, UI SI-1848 

eide02@yahoo.com 

509-531-7849  

Address-1588 W 21st Place Kennewick WA 99337 

 

 

_____________________________________ Motorist Awareness __________________________________ 

mailto:eide02@yahoo.com


 
 

I am sitting here thinking how nice it would be to take one last ride before putting my bike up for the season, but 

then I look up and see the rain and snow coming down. Well, that was a good thought. 

This may be the thought allot of us have had lately and then we see diehards riding!  

At least we see them because they bring out the thoughts about riding. What about the people who don’t ride? 

Will they see those of us that are Diehards? I have my hopes they will. 

These thoughts bring out the need for us to wear our colors in public, to functions like our monthly breakfast, or 

just our hats for everyday things. As a reminder to those, who don’t ride. We are still out there at times. 

As the weather changes, so does the challenge of driving and riding. This is due not only because of looking for 

motorcycles, but the attention we need for other cars, due to driving conditions. Things like, it gets dark earlier. 

Are your lights on? Is the road slick with rain, ice, or snow? If so, what is the cushion between you and other 

cars? Are there bikes out there? 

The last question may seem strange at first, but I have been caught out in those conditions, as most of us who 

have ridden for any length of time have, and it is no fun. If you ever have, you know that your attention gets 

diverted to other things really fast! 

Well, for me I will reluctantly winterize my bike, and look at those who haven’t, with thoughts of the past! I then 

will open a good travel book, and make plans for next years riding adventures, and good times. 

 

Thank You 

Carl and Kaye Maier 

 
  



Washington District Chapters 
Chapter City Chapter Director Meeting Date/ Time Location 

WA-A Seattle Todd McLain 4th Saturday 
Breakfast @ 8:00 AM 
Gathering @ 9:00 AM 

Golden Steer Restaurant 
23826 104th Ave SE 
Kent, WA  98031 

WA-B Bremerton Bob & Helen Liddell 
rkliddell@earthlink.net 
(360)649-9658 

2nd Saturday 
Breakfast @ 9:00 AM 

Gathering @ 10:00 AM 

Denny’s Restaurant 
5004 Kitsap Way 
Bremerton, WA  98312 

WA-D Aberdeen CHAPTER CLOSED   

WA-E Bellevue Ron & Lana Peck 
ron@peckmanor.com 
(425)908-7321 

3rd Saturday 
Breakfast @ 8:30 AM 
Gathering @ 9:00 AM 

Kenmore Lanes 
7638 NE Bothell Way 
Kenmore, WA  98028 

WA-H Lynden Garry & Judy Calman 
 ghcalman@aol.com  
(360)739-5888 

2nd Tuesday 
Dinner @ 6:00 PM 

Gathering @ 7:00 PM 

Fairway Family Restaurant 
1726 Front Street 
Lynden, WA  98264 

WA-I Olympia Ron & Dianna Hemmi 
 (253)686-7029 

3rd Sunday 
Breakfast @ 7:30 AM 
Gathering @ 8:00 AM 

Hawks Prairie Restaurant 
8306 Quinault Drive NE 
Lacey, WA  98516 

WA-L Kennewick Joice LoParco 
jloparco@charter,net 
(509)531-6137 

2nd Saturday 
Breakfast @ 8:00 AM 
Gathering @ 9:00 AM 

Canyon Lakes Clubhouse 
3700 W Canyon Lakes Drive 
Kennewick, WA 99337 

WA-M Yakama Sherre & Arlie Holden 
sherreholden@hotmail.com 
(509)305-1278 

1st Saturday 
Breakfast @ 8:00 AM 
Gathering @ 9:00 AM 

Branding Iron Restaurant 
61311 Hwy 97 
Toppenish, WA 98948 

WA-N Spokane Lori Ann & Lewis Robertson 
spokanewingnuts@gmail.com 
(509)251-4443 

3rd Saturday 
Breakfast @ 8:00 AM 
Gathering @ 8:30 AM 

Golden Corral Buffet 
Restaurant 
7717 N Division St 
Spokane, WA  99208 

WA-O Port Orchard Ken & Tami Smith 
ksmith6737@msn.com 
(360)440-6357 

4th Saturday 
Breakfast @ 8:00 AM 
Gathering @ 9:00 AM 

Bremerton Airport Diner 
8830 State Highway 3 
Bremerton, WA  98312 

WA-P Longview WILL BE CLOSED JAN 1st 
Rose & Bruce Hibbs 
 (360)571-5732 

3rd Saturday 
Breakfast @ 9:00 AM 
Gathering @ 9:30 AM 

Olde Creekside Cafe 
1323 Commerce Ave 
Longview, WA  98632 

WA-Q Puyallup CHAPTER CLOSED   

WA-R 
 

Walla Walla Pat & Von Webb 
patrick.charles.webb@gmail.com 

(509)522-2320 

1st Saturday 

8;00 AM 

Smith’s Restaurant 

1425 W Pine St 

Walla Walla, WA 

WA-V Auburn Joe & Patti Diambri 
J_diambri@yahoo.com 
(253)630-8463 

1st Thursday  
Dinner @ 6:00 PM 

Meeting @ 7:00 PM 

Trotter's Family Restaurant 
825 Harvey Rd 
Auburn, WA 98002 

WA-X Vancouver Michael & Vickie Miller 
miller99val@msn.com 
(360)666-2569 

4th Tuesday 
Gathering @ 6:30 PM 

Benny's Rod and Custom Pizza 
4219 NE St Johns Rd 
Vancouver, Wa 98661 

WA-Z Centralia Pat Allison 
pnrallison@yahoo.com 
(360)266-8418 

2nd Saturday 
Breakfast @ 8:30 AM 

Ramblin Jacks Ribeye 
1336 Rush Rd 
Chehalis, WA  98532 
Exit 72 

 

 

http://www.gwrra-waa.org/
https://gwrra-wab.org/
http://www.gwrra-wa-d.org/
http://www.gwrra-wae.com/
http://gwrrawai.org/
http://www.gwrra-wam.org/
http://www.gwrrawa-n.org/
http://www.gwrra-wao.org/
http://www.gwrra-wap.org/
http://www.gwrra-wav.org/
http://www.gwrra-wax.org/


 

            

   
        

 

 

 


