
����������������	
���
����������	�����	����
�

�

MAY 2009 

��������	������
���

��������	
���
���
���� ��

����������������
������������
����
�����
������


�

�
	������
�
�
� ��

 �!!��
��"
�#��

�����

��
���

��

$%����$���� ��

&��
����&�	���
�

�
��%��'
(���
)��
��
�
�

��

���������
�
����$���**���#�+��,,�

��
�
��

� �

��������
����
�����������
�

��
�������������	�����	�
�	��	��

Region I  WA District                       http://gwrrawai.org                             Issue 4 
Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge 
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WA District Chapters      10  

Sponsors                         11  

WA I’s next chapter 
gathering Sunday 
May 17th at 8:30am 
breakfast 9:00 am 
meeting at JJ 
North’s, Olympia 
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Sunday ride to 

Bennett’s in 

April to present  

a Thank You 

certificate to  

Ron and his 

staff for 

providing us 

with such 

wonderful food 

and awesome 

atmosphere. 
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I have heard people state that group riding is just like playing 'follow the leader'.  Now I do enjoy riding 
solo because it is a different style of riding for me.  But I would like to offer some different ideas about group 
riding that might squash the impression. 

 
     When you join a group ride you do 
agree to be led by a lead bike and to be 
followed by a drag bike. You agree that 
you will maintain proper spacing and a 
staggered formation. And you agree 
that you will never hit the bike in front of 
you.  Now I know this sounds like 'follow 
the leader', but there is more. You, for 
example, agree to follow the lead bike 
unless it is in danger. You agree to rely 
solely on yourself to determine that a 
lane change is safe for you to perform. 
You also determine whether or not the 
speed of the ride is appropriate for your abilities and the conditions of the road.   You agree, in other words, to 
be responsible for your own safety. This is what is meant by the often heard 'ride your own ride!'  In other 
words, riding in a group is more than being a passive participant, it involves being an ACTIVE participant. 

 
     Being in a group provides everyone with many extra pairs of eyes, extra minds to deal with situations 

others are not prepared to deal with, help in the event of problems, and a community of informed judgment 
makers. To think that any of the group would fail to be active when the need arose is out of the question. 
None of us will follow a lead bike into danger - but more importantly, none of us would allow a lead bike to en-
ter danger without trying to prevent it. ACTIVE roles for all. 

 
     Enjoy this riding season, and as we prepare for these summer months and for the upcoming group 

rides that we will make to the District Rally and to Montana District Rally.  Take that active role. 
Be safe and we will see you on the road! 

 
Doug & Beccky Adams, WA-I Rider Educator—Beccky, Su nshine 
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We left that day and the weather had cooperated and brought sunny skies and warmer temperatures.  
 
Rich Vertz, Ray Abitz, John Yarnell, Doug Deskin and myself. I convinced my group to make a slight de-

tour so that I could make a quick grab of a geocache while I was there.  By doing this we had left Prosser 
from a different part of the town than we had planned. This new route took us out 221 and then to 14. Keep in 

mind that I am the only bike without a cb or a GPS. (now this has both advan-
tages and dis-advantages.) There are times that I wish I had one but so far it 
wasn't that big of an issue.... We left Prosser without re-fueling, ( I thougth we 
were going to) so as we are going past the beautiful views, going on the slow 
winding roads and getting closer hopefully, to the Dalles I see that my fuel light 
has come on.  
 
I have seen this phenomenon before and seldom panicked. That is until we had 
gone another 30 minutes and I am now watching my gas gauge go down to the 
level of "fumes"!! I can't talk to to anyone because I don't have a cb, I don't 
know where I am because I don't have a GPS, The thoughts in my head are 
running wild; how long before we hit a gas station? Am I going to have to push 

my bike before we get there? Why didn't we get gas before we left? Are the other tanks as low as I am? 
Wait.... no, Ray has a Harley... He gets better gas mileage... I have an empty soda bottle and I wonder who 
has a straw to get gas from his tank to mine, wait... to ours for surely the others are as low as I am!! Why did-
n't we get gas!!!!! I don't want to push or even worse be stranded for however long it takes to get gas. I have 
seen very few cars on this road.   

 
As we start to see the Dalles fuel station in our sights I look at my gas gauge, I have gone 224 miles on 

this tank. I have never done this range before. My gauge needle has never seen this level of a low before. I'm 
going to coast into the station....damn the stop lights or signs, I'm going to coast because I am out of gas!!!!. 

 
Needless to say we didn’t run out of gas, we fueled, joked and left for Portland and then home. It was a 

great day and one of my personal longest days; 622 miles.�
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After our April meeting several mounted their motor cycles for a ride 
planned by Bruce Wood, Ride Coordinator. He took  a  large group around 
the country side up Buckley and back down and aroun d to Tenino. Their  
destination was Scotty B’s. Donna Deskin , Joe and Doris Lohrengel Angie 
and Will Abitz and Dottie Yarnell joined everyone a t Scotty’s for an early 
dinner. A perfect ending for a beautiful day. 
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HAPPENINGS IN WASHINGTON DISTRICT 

                      Washington District is holding a mileage contest from Jan 1 thru July's District Rally. Please send  
                your bike's) odometer reading to Bruce Wood, Ride Coordinator, at wingwood@hctc.com.   
 
This is a group effort, so everybody join in! Even if you only ride 10 miles it will count for your chapter. 
 
Chapter WA-I Newsletter Deadline - Anyone that has an article, please have it to Donna Deskin 
 donnadeskin@comcast.net by Friday the 12th of June. Please send your birthday/anniversary dates to me also if I 

have missed yours.. 
BC G/K Victoria Days May 15-18  

Chapter WA-L Desert Spring Fling May 22-25  

Chapter WA-R Blue Mountain Rendezvous June 5-7  

Rally to Rally Road Trip Lynden WA to Hamilton MT July 20th – 23rd�
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“I LOVE COOKING 
WITH WINE 

Sometimes I even put 
it in the food.” 
Donna Deskin�



!��
����!�&���� � .� Dottie Yarnell is home healing from surgery. 
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  — We were sorry to hear that  Doug Deskin’s step-father passed 
away. 
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WA DISTRICT STAFF 
District Directors  

 

Mike and Peggy Hudnell  

Asst District Directors  Hank and Marilyn Smith  

Asst District Directors  Bob and Patty Spencer  

Educators  Jim and Pam Swart  

Leadership Trainers  Mike and Lynn Briggs  

Treasurers  Erv and Phyllis Granahan  

Membership Coordinator  Carmen and Dan Weakland  

Stores  Greg and Janet Beeck  

Webmaster  John and Barb Smith  

Couple of the Year  Carmen and Dan Weakland  

Individual of the Year  OPEN  

Vendor Coordinators  Dave and Terri McCullough  

Newsletter Editor  Shirley and Dale Dufner  

REGION I STAFF 
Region Directors  

 

Steve & Sandra Henickman  

Assistant Directors  TBA  

Rider Educators  Lee and Anna Nelson  

Instructor Coordinators  Eric & Mona Carlson  

Leadership Trainers  Jim and Joy Fleming  

Treasurer  Diane Covert  

Member Enhancement  

Coordinator  

Donna and Doug Deskin  

Newsletter Editor  Dianne Kester  

Webmaster  Dave Covert  

COY Coordinators  Dave & Dawna Hill  

Couple of the Year  Dale & Shirley Dufner  

� �

GWRRA Exec. Director  Melissa Eason  

� �

 MAY 
 
6th Dottie Yarnell 
6th Brian Briggs 

8th Lynn Briggs 
21st Glenn Young 
23rd Donna Lacey-Bacon 
25th Linda Smith 
30th R.A. VanHorn 
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7th Mike & Connie Norquist 43rd 
8th Smitty & Linda Smith 27th 

18th Paul & Sherlene Heitzman 18th 
23rd Ron & Marcia Wolf 39th 
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WA-V Fed-
eral .Way 
WA-X Vancouver 
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��� Dottie Yar-
nell’s & Brian 
Brigg Birthday 
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$�Newsletter 
Deadline  
Smitty & Linda 
Smith Anniver-
sary 

9 WA-L Pasco 

WA-C Everett  

WA-Z  05:30pm 

�%� 
Mother’s Day 

��� WA-I Staff 
meeting 6pm 
Black Bear 
Restaurant  

WAV Rest Stop 
Federal Way 
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WA-E  
Bellevue 8AM 
WA-P Longview 
8AM   

�� ����WA-I  
OLYMPIA 
8:30am JJ 
North’s  
 
WAN 
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WA-O 

Port Orchard 
WA A Kent 

24 
WA-F  
Spanaway 
8:30am 
MAY 31 

��� Memorial 
Day 

Linda Smiths 
Birthday 

��� ��  �$� 29 

WAM Fun Run 
and Campout 

Yakima 

30 R.A. Van 
Horn’s Birthday 

Flower of the month:  
Hawthorne or Lily of the Valley 
 
May Birthstone ~ Emerald 
 
Astrological signs:  
Taurus - April 21 to May 21    
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CHAPTER ‘I’ STAFF 
Chapter Directors: Doug and Donna Deskin  email: uncledougel@comcast.net  

Assistant Directors: Smitty and Linda Smith email: waiacd@gwrrawai.org  

Rider Educator: Doug & Beccky Adams email: wairidered@gwrrawai.org 

Treasurer: Cheryl & Pat Barrett email: waitreasurer@gwrrawai.org  

Membership Enhancement Coordinator: Jeri Wood email: waimec@gwrrawai.org  

Chapter Couple of the Year: Glenn & Terri Young  email: waicoy@gwrrawai.org  

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster: Donna Deskin email: waiweb@gwrrawai.org 

Stores: Linda Smith email: waistores@gwrrawai.org  

Ride Coordinator: Bruce Wood email: wingwood@hctc.com  

Road Captain: Ray Abitz email: rainbitz@comcast.net  

Event Coordinators: Ron & Marica Wolf email: wolfden10@comcast.net 

Sunshine: Beccky Adams email: wairidered@gwrrawai.org  

Mailer/Stamp Licker: Pat Barrett email: waiprinter@gwrrawai.org  
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WA Chapter Director Meeting Date/Time Location 

A Jeff Harvey  -  www.gwrra-waa.org 4th Saturday — 8:00 AM Old Country Buffet Kent 

B 
 

Mike & Bijou White  -  (360) 275-0461 1st Sunday — 9:00 AM Bremerton Eagles  Bremerton 

C 
 

Bud & Sandy Wells   524-788-1734 2nd Saturday — 8:00 AM Eagles  1216 Broadway, Everett 

D 
 

Erv & Phyllis Granahan  360-249-3463 2nd Saturday  8:30 AM Duffy's Restaurant  Aberdeen 

E 
 

Dave & Sheila Chavez  cd@gwrra-wae.org 3rd Saturday  8:00 AM VFW Post 2995 Redmond 

F 
 

Bob & Patty Spencer   www.gwrra-waf.org 4th Sunday  8:30 AM Eagles #3563 22316 Mt Hwy E., Spanaway 

H 
 

Gary & Judy Calman  360-739-5888 2nd Tuesday -6:30 PM Fairway Family Restaurant   Lynden 

I 
 

Doug & Donna Deskin  www.gwrrawai.org 3rd Sunday 8:30 AM JJ's North Grand Buffet Olympia, WA 

L 
 

Gary & Diane Domas  509-582-7214 2nd Saturday 8:00 AM Cousin's  4605 N. Road 68, Pasco 

M  Ron Hafson (509) 697-4415 1st Saturday 8:00 AM   Branding Iron Restaurant  Toppenish 

N 
 

Dale & Shirley Dufner  509-924-3698 3rd Sunday 8:30 AM Golden Corral Buffet and Grill  Spokane 

O 
 

John & Myrna Scrivner   360-876-6737 4th Saturday 8:00 AM Airport Diner   Port Orchard 

P 
 

Chuck Porter 360-636-0519 3rd Saturday  8:00 AM  Izzy's Pizza  94 Oregon Way  Longview 

Q  Chuck & Nancy Caldara (253)-770-4927 1st Friday 7:00 AM Hangar Inn  Puyallup, WA 98372 

R John & Dee Maplethorpe (509) 382-3187 1st Saturday 8:00 AM The Fountain Family Restaurant 
190 South Main in Milton-Freewater, Or 

V 
 

Eddie & Clarine Dunn (206) 431-0961 1st Saturday 8:30 AM Old Country Buffet  Federal Way 

X 
 

Steve & Deb Pattison  (206) 225-9553 1st Saturday 8:30 AM Billygan's Roadhouse  Vancouver 

Y 
 

Don & Marlene Weikart (206) 915-8107 2nd Friday 6:30 PM Krain Corner Restaurant  Enumclaw 

Z Jesse and Eva Valentine (360)888-0546  2nd Saturday 5:30 PM PJ's Pizza  1232 Alder Street, Centralia 
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Home of the George Kenny  
School of Chainsaw Carving 

18351 E. State Hwy 3 
Allyn, WA 98524 

info@bearinabox.com  
www.bearinabox.com 
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    A family tradition to re-
member! 

                                  By Donna De-
skin,  WA-I Newsletter Editor  
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