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Friends for Fun, Safety and Knowledge 
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I was driving home from work on Wednesday and heard this story on the AM 1000 radio about the in-
creasing amount of fatal motorcycle accidents this year as compared to 
the same amount of time last year.  So I went to King 5.com and wanted to 
include this article in this month’s newsletter.  Of the 11 deaths, at least 9 
of them have been the fault of the rider.  More the reason why we always 
need to consider any available training we can receive.  It is still early in 
the riding season and we need to focus on those basic riding skills until we 

fully wake from our winter slumber.  Below is the article 
from King 5.com.  Let’s stay safe out there.  We have a lot 
of miles to accumulate this year. 
SEATTLE – Three terrible accidents in one day, which 
killed two people and left one in critical condition, has 
prompted the state patrol to remind motorcycle riders about 
staying safe.  On Sunday, the Washington State Patrol says a 49-year-old Oregon man died 
when he crossed the center line on his Harley Davidson on SR 401 in Pacific County. He col-
lided with an oncoming vehicle.  An hour later, a 29-year-old from University Place died after 
losing control on SR 512 near Sumner and crashing into the median.  Later that day, a 43-
year-old woman from DuPont was airlifted after crashing on SR 508 near Morton. She is at 
Southwest Washington Medical Center in Vancouver, Wash.   

     “I find these motorcycle collisions to be very sad because they were all caused by the rider.” said 
WSP Chief John R. Batiste.  

The State Patrol says there have been at least four motorcycle fatalities in the past two weeks, bringing 
the total so far this year to 11. At least nine of them have been the fault of the rider.  Lt. Michael Turcott says 
that compares with seven deadly crashes at this time last year. The total number of fatalities last year on 
street-licensed motorcycles was 76.  

"If we have lots of weekends like this, it's going to be a very bad year," said Turcott.  Seven of this year's 
crashes involved just the motorcycle and three of them involved riders who did not have a motorcycle en-
dorsement on their license.  The state patrol is urging motorcyclists to take a rider safety course and get a 
motorcycle endorsement on their license.  
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“I find these 

motorcycle 

collisions to be 

very sad 

because they 

were all caused 

by the rider,” 

said WSP Chief 

John R. Batiste. 
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     Two years ago I went to my first Prosser multi chapter breakfast meeting.  I heard all the stories and 
rumors about the meeting mostly of the rides over there and back.  So I had to see what Prosser was all 
about.  I can honestly say that I am glad I did.  This year was no different.  We should have no problem beat-
ing chapter A for the mileage competition at the district rally.  Chapter A loaded up all their motorcycles in a 
trailer and headed over to Prosser and dropped them off about 2 miles from “The Barn”.  What a great ride 
they must have had.  8 bikes X 2 miles per bike is approximately 16 Miles one way.  Now that was one of the 
rumors that was going around the breakfast meeting.  I don’t know who started that one, do you Doug D?    

     There are other vicious rumors that I have heard about two members sharing a room.  Only 1 bed get-
ting messed up and the shower only running one time even though there were two members in the room.  
The same vicious rumors that I had to endure all of last year when Mike Briggs and I were able to conserve 
money and split the cost of a room.   Looks like it might be another tough year.  Sorry about that one Bruce.  I 
think you might be socializing with the wrong person.  You’re going to receive a lot of crap this year because 
of it.  Now again, I do not know where those rumors started, do you Doug D?   

     Either way, Prosser was a great ride up with Doug D, Bruce and myself on Friday evening.  We also 
got to spend some quality time with John Yarnell, Glenn Young, Ray Abitz and Rich Vertz that came up early 
on Saturday morning.  It was great to see all the bikes and it was a great start to our 2009 season. 
See you on the road and stay safe. 

Doug & Beccky Adams, WA-I Rider Educator—Beccky, Su nshine 
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Ride your bike, bring your oil and filter, and join us on 2 motorcycle 
lifts. With your participation, we will be conducting a basic T-CLOC on 
your Wing. We will be checking the Throttle, Cables, Lights, Oil & ?? If 
you need any special projects done such as an air filter change or ???, 
we will help with those repairs/installations after the basic T-CLOC. 
While you’re waiting your turn you can practice your slow speed ma-
neuvers in the parking lot. Of course, we will feed you as well. 

 
Directions - from Olympia, take Hwy 101 N past Shelton, past the 

Wallace-Kneeland (Wal-Mart) exit, past the fairground, past the airport, 
past the Dayton .. Road. Turn right on Brockdale, turn left of Snowy 
Owl, turn left at second drive. Don’t use any GPS or mapping program, 
as they are all incorrect. 

CD Note: On April 26th we will be riding 
out to Bennett’s in Grayland to present 
them with a special thank you for being 
our New Years Day Host. 
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     Do you know how long you’ve been a member of GWRRA?  I don’t know my exact joining year , but it 
seems like I’ve been part of the GDub family for a long time -- you know, it feels comfortable, like my slippers.   
In truth, I’ve only been a member since 2003.  That’s only 6 years.  So, what about the members who have 
been around a lot longer than I have?  Why have they kept their membership current?  What do they get out 
of belonging to the Gold Wing family?  Well, you get to ask them. 

30 Years                              25+ Years                              20-24 Years 
Donna Deskin                     Mike Briggs                            Lynn Briggs 
                                             Paul Kaps                            Doris Lohrengel 
                                             Larry Kinread Sr                   Joe Lohrengel  
                                             Bruce Wood                          David Ruthstrom   

                Chuck Scovill 
                                      Marcia Wolf 
                                      Ron Wolf 

Congratulations and thanks for being part of our family for so long! 
P.S.  Several people have expiring memberships in February, March, April & May, so keep on renewing 

and see if you can make it to 20+ year. 
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WAKE UP PEOPLE TASTE THE FOOD 
By Jim Kolowinski 

Let me start off with saying two very Important words to all us members in GWRRA. 

        (CRAZY LARRYS) I know some take our bikes to Larry to have work done and support him in 
this way. Others buy parts or just stop in to say hi. In the past Larry has given thousands of dollars in gift 
cards, tires, helmets, chrome and his time to help all the chapters by donating these things to rides and 
events so we all might have a chance of going home with a few goodies. I know we all support him as best 
we can through the year and show our support to him by giving him our business. We need and want his sup-
port in the years to come and I would like us to continue to support him and Chapter F. I would just like to say 
to you all, walk, ride, drive or take a bus to Larry's and chapter F’s fund raiser on Saturday May 9th 

This will be one of the many fun rides we will all decide to go in may and it will help support Chapter F 
and Crazy Larry. Think about it gang, and put it on your calendar for May. We all need to show just how much 
we appreciate Larry and all he does for GWRRA. So please come rain or shine and bring a smile and a hand 
shake and a big thank you to him for all he does. I know we will not let him down this year and show up in 
force. 

Need I say more, and I probably will. 

�������&���
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I will be turning in an order for our new chapter shirts . They are $22.50 each, 
men, ladies and larger sizes all the same price. If you don't have one and would like 
to order your polo shirts please send me an email before April 21st. Shirts run true to 
size. 
 There are a few of the old style T-shirts left that we have on sale for $3.00 each.  
Our new chapter shirts will be worn at the upcoming Rally in Las Vegas a couple of 
Chapter ‘I’ Members will be attending West Wing 1, April 17-18 & 19. 

Polo front patch 
at left and back  
view below 
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CHAPTER ‘I’ STAFF 
Chapter Directors: Doug and Donna Deskin  email: uncledougel@comcast.net  

Assistant Directors: Smitty and Linda Smith email: waiacd@gwrrawai.org  

Rider Educator: Doug & Beccky Adams email: wairidered@gwrrawai.org 

Treasurer: Cheryl & Pat Barrett email: waitreasurer@gwrrawai.org  

Membership Enhancement Coordinator: Jeri Wood email: waimec@gwrrawai.org  

Chapter Couple of the Year: Glenn & Terri Young  email: waicoy@gwrrawai.org  

Newsletter Editor/Webmaster: Donna Deskin email: waiweb@gwrrawai.org 

Stores: Linda Smith email: waistores@gwrrawai.org  

Ride Coordinator: Bruce Wood email: wingwood@hctc.com  

Road Captain: Ray Abitz email: rainbitz@comcast.net  

Event Coordinators: Ron & Marica Wolf email: wolfden10@comcast.net 

Sunshine: Beccky Adams email: wairidered@gwrrawai.org  

Mailer/Stamp Licker: Pat Barrett email: waiprinter@gwrrawai.org  
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Its another beautiful day in the great North West.  Rain, rain, and more rain.  Up at 6 and off to Chapter 
A”s meeting.  Since some of chapter I was going to O’s meeting we thought might as well spread the 
                                 wealth among the Chapters.  And low and be hold I gave them my wealth and gas 
                                 money for the week.  But I did make one of the waitress very happy.  Long story if 
                                 you have a minute.  The girl didn’t have a dollar to by a 50/50 ticket, so I bought 
                                 one for her and told her if she won she would  get money.  Boy was she excited.  So  
                                 at the end of the 50/50 I stood up and told everyone to put all the tip money in a pile 
                                 with her ticket on top and tell her she won.  I know dirty trick.  But hay there is one 
                                 very happy little girl in Kent right now.  Otherwise she would have had to share all the 
                                 tips with all the other waiters and waitress.  As far as I know she is still giggling. She 
was the only girl. taking care of 40 people so why  
should she have to share with everyone out front.   
That was my thought anyhow.  
 
   Then after the meeting it was off to Port  
Orchard to the bowling challenge. For those 
 that didn’t go,�let me just say you all and I  
do mean all you missed out on one good 
 time.  There was a lot of gutter balls,  
falling down, and hugging going on during 
the competition.  Ok so I did most of the  
hugging.  A guys got to get them where he  
can.  After 3 hours of yelling and screaming 
and pushing the awards were given out.   
Erv, thru the whole day kept saying no  
way not us, not us.  Not happining……. 
 

 Well guess who won the trophy?  Yup your first guess counts.  So next year Chapter D will be hosting 
the bowling challenge.  I tried my best to win the trophy for us , but came up just a little  short. Now if you 
really want to put it on I’m sure Erv will gladly give it up. It was really a good time, and sorry you all missed 

                                                                                               it.  Maybe next year we will go get the  
                                                                                               trophy and bring  it to Olympia. And as  

                                                                                               for all the falling down and going across 
                                                                                              the foul lines. 

                                                                                                    That’s another story to be told around.  
 the camp fire.  Until then, get out and ride. 

  Jim Kolowinski  
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HAPPENINGS IN WASHINGTON DISTRICT 

                      Washington District is holding a mileage contest from Jan 1 thru July's District Rally. Please send  
                your bike's) odometer reading to Bruce Wood, Ride Coordinator, at wingwood@hctc.com.   
 
This is a group effort, so everybody join in! Even if you only ride 10 miles it will count for your chapter. 
 
Chapter WA-I Newsletter Deadline - Anyone that has an article, please have it to Donna Deskin 
 donnadeskin@comcast.net by Friday the 8th of May. Please send your birthday/anniversary dates to me also if I 

have missed yours.. 
 
Region F— April 17-18 &  19th West Wing 1 Rally in Las Vegas. 
 
"A Sidecar Rider Course is planned for Sunday, April 26 in Richland , WA .  The cost of the Course is only $30 per 

Sidecar Rig.  Accommodations are on site at the Battelle Facility in North Richland. For further information, please con-
tact Bruce at: bmcmahwae@aol.com, or by telephone: 360 652-1273. 

Bruce, Sidecar Rider course Instructor" 

May 2-3— Chapter WAM BBQ and Fun Run  

Rally to Rally Road Trip Lynden WA to Hamilton MT July 20th – 23rd �

    A family tradition to remember! 
                                  By Donna Deskin,  WA-I Newsletter Editor  
 

���������������������������� The night before Easter, eggs would have to be dyed, with bright delicious colors. News-
papers were first laid on the table to protect the table from the egg coloring, then it’s cups of cold water, vine-
gar (I can still remember that smell) and dye before us kids would color everything in sight. This was a fun time 
to joke around and tell stories about past Easters.  

   It was usually just the kids that decorated the eggs as my dad would take pictures and join in the conver-
sations. Then mom would put the eggs in the fridge until morning. When I became a mother I would then get 
up before my children and hide the eggs in the yard weather permitting. I remember one Easter when it 
snowed and my children’s pictures were taken in their best Easter clothes sitting on a snow bank. 

 
The trick was to remember where I (me aka the Easter bunny) hid the eggs. (They were hard-boiled, of 

course!).  When the grandkids came it was plastic eggs, which would alleviate the possibility of a missed egg 
or two, phew eeee could they smell several days later if they are not all found especially if the weather was bad 
and I had to hide them in the house. I remember several days later watching TV and there was this terrible rot-
ten smell, when we tracked down where the smell was coming from we found a beautiful blue 
 egg in the lamp shade.  

 
I also would hide all thru the house a basket full of goodies one for each child. When I  

Was a child I even found a real white bunny that the Easter bunny left behind. When all the eggs  
were found we then would go to mass in a new Easter outfit complete with an Easter Bonnet.  
Then we would have the best Sunday brunch ever with baskets of Easter Lilies everywhere.  
All of the children would sit around the little table while the adults would get the big table. 

 
Whatever traditions you keep, remember that for believers Easter is a celebration that  

Really never ends. 
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2 First Photo of 
the Sun Taken 
1845 

Steve Tug-
gel’s Birthday 

�� WA-Q  Auc-
tion , Puyallup 
Harold & 
Brenda Ban-
nings Anniver-
sary 

�� WA-M/WAR 
Processor 
WA-V Fed.Way 
WA-X Vancouver 
Rich & Dee 
Beers Ammover-
sary 
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�� WA-I Staff 
meeting at 
Apollo’s, 
5:30pm �
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11 WA-L Pasco 

WA-C Everett  

WA-Z  05:30pm 

�(�  
 

��� Mike 
Brigg’s Birth-
day 

WAV Rest Stop 
Federal Way 

��� WA-H 
Lynden 
WAV Rest Stop 
Federal Way 
 
Titanic Hits Ice-
berg 1912 

�
�

WAV Rest 
Stop Federal 
Way 
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�

Canadian Con-
stitution 
adopted 1982 

��� Gerbings 
Open House  
WAC Early Fun 
Run 
WA-E  
Bellevue 8AM 
WA-P Longview 
8AM   

�� ����WA-I  
OLYMPIA 
 
WAN Brown 
Bag Auction  
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Earth Day 

(��

Bill & Barb 
Ellis’ 44th 
Anniversary 

(��

��-	������  

(
� WAI Mainte-
nance Day  
WA-O 

Port Orchard 
WA A Kent 

26 WAI Run to 
Bennetts  
WA-F  
Spanaway 
8:30am 

(�� (�� (�  �!� May 1 

WAM Fun Run 
and Campout 

Yakima 

May 2 

Flower of the month:  
Sweet Pea; Day Lilly 
The Full Moon is: 
April 9, 2008 Fri. 
April ~ Diamond ~ 

Innocence  
Some would argue that those 
born in April enjoy unfair advan-
tage. By birth alone, they de-
serve diamonds. Part of their 
beauty lies in their incredibly 
diverse cuts, clarity and bril-
liance. There is a diamond for 
every personality, every occa-
sion. But beware - there is a 
dark side to this highly prized 
gem 
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WA DISTRICT STAFF 
District Directors  

 

Mike and Peggy Hudnell  

Asst District Directors  Hank and Marilyn Smith  

Asst District Directors  Bob and Patty Spencer  

Educators  Jim and Pam Swart  

Leadership Trainers  Mike and Lynn Briggs  

Treasurers  Erv and Phyllis Granahan  

Membership Coordinator  Carmen and Dan Weakland  

Stores  Greg and Janet Beeck  

Webmaster  John and Barb Smith  

Couple of the Year  Carmen and Dan Weakland  

Individual of the Year  OPEN  

Vendor Coordinators  Dave and Terri McCullough  

Newsletter Editor  Shirley and Dale Dufner  

REGION I STAFF 
Region Directors  

 

Steve & Sandra Henickman  

Assistant Directors  TBA  

Rider Educators  Lee and Anna Nelson  

Instructor Coordinators  Eric & Mona Carlson  

Leadership Trainers  Jim and Joy Fleming  

Treasurer  Diane Covert  

Member Enhancement  

Coordinator  

Donna and Doug Deskin  

Newsletter Editor  Dianne Kester  

Webmaster  Dave Covert  

COY Coordinators  Dave & Dawna Hill  

Couple of the Year  Dale & Shirley Dufner  

� �

GWRRA Exec. Director  Melissa Eason  

� �

  
 
April 2nd  Steve Tuggle 
April 13th Mike Briggs 
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April 3rd — Harold and Brenda 
Banning their 16th 
April 4th — Rich and Deer Beers 

their  22nd 
April 23rd — Bill and Barb Ellis their  44th  
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WA Chapter Director Meeting Date/Time Location 

A Jeff Harvey  -  www.gwrra-waa.org 4th Saturday — 8:00 AM Old Country Buffet Kent 

B 
 

Mike & Bijou White  -  (360) 275-0461 1st Sunday — 9:00 AM Bremerton Eagles  Bremerton 

C 
 

Bud & Sandy Wells   524-788-1734 2nd Saturday — 8:00 AM Eagles  1216 Broadway, Everett 

D 
 

Erv & Phyllis Granahan  360-249-3463 2nd Saturday  8:30 AM Duffy's Restaurant  Aberdeen 
NO April Meeting—EASTER 

E 
 

Dave & Sheila Chavez  cd@gwrra-wae.org 3rd Saturday  8:00 AM VFW Post 2995 Redmond 

F 
 

Bob & Patty Spencer   www.gwrra-waf.org 4th Sunday  8:30 AM Eagles #3563 22316 Mt Hwy E., Spanaway 

H 
 

Gary & Judy Calman  360-739-5888 2nd Tuesday -6:30 PM Fairway Family Restaurant   Lynden 

I 
 

Doug & Donna Deskin  www.gwrrawai.org 3rd Sunday 8:30 AM JJ's North Grand Buffet Olympia, WA 

L 
 

Gary & Diane Domas  509-582-7214 2nd Saturday 8:00 AM Cousin's  4605 N. Road 68, Pasco 

M  Ron Hafson (509) 697-4415 1st Saturday 8:00 AM   Branding Iron Restaurant  Toppenish 

N 
 

Dale & Shirley Dufner  509-924-3698 3rd Sunday 8:30 AM Golden Corral Buffet and Grill  Spokane 

O 
 

John & Myrna Scrivner   360-876-6737 4th Saturday 8:00 AM Airport Diner   Port Orchard 

P 
 

Chuck Porter 360-636-0519 3rd Saturday  8:00 AM  Izzy's Pizza  94 Oregon Way  Longview 

Q  Chuck & Nancy Caldara (253)-770-4927 1st Friday 7:00 AM Hangar Inn  Puyallup, WA 98372 

R John & Dee Maplethorpe (509) 382-3187 1st Saturday 8:00 AM The Fountain Family Restaurant 
190 South Main in Milton-Freewater, Or 

V 
 

Eddie & Clarine Dunn (206) 431-0961 1st Saturday 8:30 AM Old Country Buffet  Federal Way 

X 
 

Steve & Deb Pattison  (206) 225-9553 1st Saturday 8:30 AM Billygan's Roadhouse  Vancouver 

Y 
 

Don & Marlene Weikart (206) 915-8107 2nd Friday 6:30 PM Krain Corner Restaurant  Enumclaw 

Z Jesse and Eva Valentine (360)888-0546  2nd Saturday 5:30 PM PJ's Pizza  1232 Alder Street, Centralia 
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Home of the George Kenny  
School of Chainsaw Carving 

18351 E. State Hwy 3 
Allyn, WA 98524 

info@bearinabox.com  
www.bearinabox.com 
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